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Introduction

Allah (8) has set numerous blessed occasions around the year, making it always
possible for the believers to increase in good deeds, and for the repenters to wipe away
their sins. Among these occasions are the first thirteen days of Thul-Hijjah — days that
are full of blessings for both the hajij (pilgrims) and the residents. In this chapter, we
highlight the importance of the days of Thul-Hijjah and discuss some acts that are
recommended during them.

Some of the following discussion has been presented in other parts of this book, but
we include it here for the sake of completeness.

The First Ten Days of Thul-Hijjah
THEIR MERIT

The first ten days of Thul-Hijjah are the best days of the whole year. During them, good
deeds are most beloved by Allah (#) and most rewardable. Jabir Bin ‘Abdillah (i)
narrated that Allah’s Messenger (&%) said:

il :L,;{U! ‘,Lj J.:’A.é")) <The best days in the world are the Ten Days.>*

Some people may wonder, “Are these ten days also better than the last ten nights of
Ramadan — especially since the latter contain Laylat ul-Qadr about which Allah (8§) says:
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«Laylat ul-Qadr (the Night of Decree) is better than one thousand
months.» 2?”

The answer to this question is that, in terms of nighttime, the last ten nights of
Ramadan are the best of the year. In terms of daytime, the first ten days of Thul-Hijjah
are the best.?

1 Recorded by Ibn Hibban and al-Bazzar. Verified to be authentic by al-Alban1 (Sahih ul-Jami ‘no. 1133 and
Sahth ut-Targhib wat-Tarhib no. 1150).

2 Al-Qadr 97:3.

3 See, for example, Tuhfat ul-Ahwathi no. 757.



It is important to warn, at this point, against a weak hadith sometimes cited in this

regard. It claims that the Prophet (&) said, “There are no days during which Allah loves
to be worshiped more than during the Ten Days of Thul-Hijjah. Fasting one of them
equals fasting a full year, and giyam (night worship) during any of their nights equals
the giyam of Laylat-ul-Qadr.”*

Ibn ‘Abbas (&) reported that Allah’s Messenger (4) said about the ten days of
Thul-Hijjah: . . , p .
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<There are no days during which good deeds are more beloved by Allah
than these (Ten) Days.>

He (&%) was asked, “Not even striving for Allah’s cause (jihad)?” He replied:
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<Not even (physical) striving for Allah's cause — except for a man who
goes out himself, taking all his wealth, and returns with none (i.e., dies
and loses all for Allah).>?

Ibn ‘Abbas (&) also reported that Allah’s Messenger (&) said:
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<No deed is more sublime and rewardable by Allah (#) than a good
deed done during the Ten Days (ending with the day) of Adha.>?

‘Abdullah Bin Mas‘ud (&) reported that Allah’s Messenger (&) said:
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<There are no days during which (good) deeds are better than during the
Ten — not even (physical) striving for Allah's cause — except for a man
whose horse stumbles, causing him to die (for Allah’s cause).>*

1 Recorded by at-Tirmithi and Ibn Majah from Abu Hurayrah (44). Verified to be weak by al-Albani (al-
Mishkat no. 1416).

2 Recorded by al-Bukhari, at-Tirmithi, and others.

3 Recorded by ad-Darimi and al-Bayhaq. Verified to be hasan by al-Albani (Sahih ut-Targhib wat-Tarhib
no. 1148).

4 Recorded by at-Tabarani and Abu Nuaym. Verified to be authentic by al-Albani (Sahih ut-Targhib wat-
Tarhib no. 1149).



The salaf well understood the importance of increasing in good deeds during the Ten
Days. For example, Mujahid (%) reported, “Once the Ten Days started, Sald Bin

Jubayr («45) would exert (in worshiping Allah) to an extent that was almost beyond
people’s capability.”*

In particular, frequent thikr (mentioning Allah with words of praise) and fasting are
recommended during these days.

FREQUENT THIKR

Thikr is keeping Allah (38) in our mind and praising Him with our tongue. It is the

important link between us and our Lord (). It is one of the best deeds that we can do;
and the more that we do of it, the better. The believer derives from thikr a great amount

of gratification and enjoyment — feeling close to Allah (&) and nurtured by Him.
Allah (#) urges us to maintain thikr frequently, and at all times:
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«O you who believe, remember Allah with much remembrance, and exalt
Him morning and afternoon.»?

The importance of thikr, silent and loud, is more emphasized during the Ten Days.
Allah (88) says:
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«(During hayjj, the pilgrims) mentgion Allah’s name on Specific Days.»?
Commenting on this, lbn ‘Abbas (&) said:
“These Specific Days are the Ten Days (of Thul-Hijjah).” *
Ibn ‘Umar (&) reported that the Prophet (&) said:
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Recorded by al-Bayhaq. Verified to be hasan by al-Albani (Irwa’ul-Ghalil no. 890).

Al-Ahzab 33:41-42.

Al-Hajj 22:28.

According to lbn Kathir (in his Tafsir), al-Bukhari reported this from Ibn ‘Abbas without isnad but with
conclusive words (i.e., he considered it authentic).

A WD

3



<No days are greater to Allah (#), nor are good deeds more beloved by
Him during them, than the Ten Days. So increase tasbih, tahmid, takbir,
and tahlil during these days.>*

This hadith mentions four of the best forms of thikr:

Thikr Transliteration Meaning Arabic
Tahhl La ilaha illallah There is no (true) god but Allah. ALY
Tahmid  |Al-hamdu li-llah | Praise be to Allah. ey
Takbir Allahu akbar Allah is greater than all else. ,{l Al
Tasbih | Subhan Allah Exalted is Allah. A P

The sahabah (#) used to raise their voice with takbir during the Ten Days. Al-
Bukhari (%) stated:
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“During the Ten Days, Ibn ‘Umar and Abu Hurayrah would walk through
the market place, saying takbir. Other people would then follow in saying
takbir.” ?

FASTING

Following the Prophet’s (&%) practice, it is recommended to fast during the first nine of
the Ten Days. One of the Prophet’s (8) wives® reported:
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“Allah’s Messenger (&%) used to fast the (first) nine days of Thul Hijjah, the
day of ‘Ashura’ (the tenth of al-Muharram), and three days of each
month.” *

Fasting during these days, however, should not be vi(_awed as an obligation. On some
years, the Prophet (&) did not fast any of these days. ‘A’ishah (i) reported:

1 Recorded by Ahmad and at-Tahawi. Verified to be hasan by al-Albani (Irwa’ul-Ghalil no. 890).
Recorded by al-Bukharr without isnad (i.e., mu‘allag), but with decisive words (i.e., he considered it
authentic). Verified to be authentic by al-Albani (Irwa’ul-Ghalil no. 651).

3 A weak report names her to be Hafsah (\z;“é”e). See Sahihu Abi Dawud no. 2106.

4 Recorded by Abu Dawud, an-Nasa’l, and others. Verified to be authentic by al-Albant (Sahithu Abr Dawud
no. 2106).
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“I never saw Allah’s Messenger () fast the Ten Days.”*

The Day of ‘Arafah

ITS MERIT

The ninth of Thul-Hijjah is called the Day of ‘Arafah because the pilgrims stand in
worship on the Mountain of ‘Arafah. It is one of the best days of the entire year.

‘Aishah () reported that Allah’s Messenger (&%) said:
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<There is no day on which Allah frees of His slaves from the Fire more
than the Day of ‘Arafah. Indeed, He draws near (to those standing on
‘Arafah) and then revels about them to the angels?.>?

‘A’ishah () added that the Prophet () said that Allah (8%) then says:
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<‘Be My witnesses, O My angels, that | have forgiven them.”>*

IT IS A ‘ID DAY

Because of the great merit of the Day of ‘Arafah, and because of the enormous gathering
of pilgrims during it, Allah’s Messenger (&%) declared it a 1d for Muslims. ‘Ugbah Bin
‘Amir («%) narrated that Allah’s Messenger (&) said:
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<The Day of ‘Arafah, the Day of Sacrifice, and the Days of Tashriq are
‘Id days for us Muslims. They are days of eating and drinking (rather

1 Recorded by Muslim, Ibn Khuzaymah, and others (Sahthu Abr Dawud no. 2108).
Allah (‘3@) comes near to those standing on °‘Arafah as a demonstration of being pleased by their
submission to Him, and as an indication that He will reward them with forgiveness. His “coming near”
and His “reveling or boasting” are real (as opposed to metaphoric) actions that do not resemble any of His
creation’s actions, and that occur in a way that suits His greatness and glory (9%).

3 Recorded by Muslim and others.

4 Recorded by Ruzayn. Verified to be authentic by al-Albant (Sahih ut-Targhib wat-Tarhib no. 1154).
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than fasting).>*

Once a Jewish man said to ‘Umar (4%), “O Commander of the Believers, there is an
ayah in your Book that, had it been revealed to us, Jews, we would have designated the
day of its revelation as a ‘id.” ‘Umar asked him which ayah he meant, and the man
recited:

-
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«This day | have perfected your religion for you, have completed My
favor upon you, and have chosen for you Islam as your religion.»?

So ‘Umar (&) responded:
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“Indeed, | know which day it was revealed: It was revealed on the Day of
‘Arafah, which was also a Jumu‘ah.”?

Similarly, once lbn ‘Abbas recited this ayah when a Jewish man was in his presence.
The man commented, “If this was revealed to us, we would have designated its

revelation-day as a 1d.” 1bn ‘Abbas (#) responded:
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“Indeed, it was revealed when two ‘ids coincided on one day: a Jumu‘ah,
and a Day of ‘Arafah.”*

FASTING

We saw in ‘Ugbah’s hadith in the previous subsection that it is not recommended to fast
the Day of ‘Arafah. On the other hand, Abu Qatadah reported that Allah’s

Messenger (&) said: C )
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<Fasting the Day of ‘Arafah expiates the sins of the past year and the

1 Recorded by Abu Dawud, an-Nasa’l, and others. Verified to be authentic by al-Albani (Sahthu Abr Dawud
no. 2090, and Irwa’ul-Ghalil no. 963).

2 Al-Mg@’idah 5:3.

Recorded by al-Bukhari, Muslims, and others.

4  Recorded by at-Tirmithi. Verified to be authentic by al-Albani (Sunan ut-Tirmithi no. 3044).
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coming year.>*

In another report from Abu Qatadah, Allah’s Messenger () said:
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<Fasting the Day of ‘Arafah — I trust in Allah that it would expiate the
sins of the year following it and the year preceding it.>?

There appears to be a conflict between ‘Ugbah’s hadith and Abu Qatadah’s hadith.
This may be resolved by realizing that the prohibition of fasting applies only to pilgrims:
the Day of ‘Arafah usually demands from them a serious physical effort that should be
supported by food and drink. As for non-pilgrims, they are strongly urged to fast. Imam

Ibn Khuzaymah (%) said:

“The text urging to fast the Day of ‘Arafah, and that prohibiting fasting it,
are both general and unexplained. There is a report?, however, explains

these two general texts and provides evidence that the Prophet (&) only
disliked fasting it for those who are on ‘Arafah.”*

THIKR

Since the Day of ‘Arafah is one of the Ten Days, frequent thikr is recommended during
it, as we have established earlier for all of the Ten Days. This applies to both the
pilgrims and the non-pilgrims.

We saw earlier that Ibn ‘Umar and Abu Hurayrah (#) walked through the market
place during the Ten Days saying takbir so that other people would follow their example.

It is also reported from ‘Al («):
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“He would say takbir from after the fajr prayer of the Day of ‘Arafah until
the ‘asr prayer of the last of the Days of Tashrig, and he would also say it
after ‘asr.”®

1 Recorded by Muslim, Ahmad, and others.
Recorded by Muslim, Abu Dawud, and others.

3 He refers here to a report from Abu Hurayrah («%) that, “Allah’s Messenger (@) prohibited fasting the
Day of ‘Arafah while on ‘Arafah.” However, this report is verified to be weak by al-Albani (Sahih lbn
Khuzaymah no. 2101).

4 This is summarized from the headings preceding hadiths nos. 2099-2102 in Sahih Ibn Khuzaymah.

5 This and other similar reports from Ibn ‘Abbas and Ibn MasUd () are recorded by Ibn Abi Shaybah,
al-Bayhagql, and al-Hakim. Verified to be authentic by al-Albant (Irwa "ul-Ghalil no. 653, 654).
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‘All and Abu Hurayrah (#) reported that the Prophet (&) said:
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<The best thing that I and the other prophets have said on the Day of
‘Arafah is, “La ilaha illa-llahu, wahdahu la sharika lah, lahul-mulku wa-
lahul-hamdu, wa-huwa ‘ala kulli shay’in gqadir — There is no (true) god
except Allah, alone, without any partners. To Him belongs the Dominion
and the complete praise, and He is capable of everything.”>*

Therefore, the thikr on the Day of ‘Arafah should mostly be takbir and tahlil. In
addition, the pilgrims should also say the Prophet’s (&) talbiyah:
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<Labbayk Allahumma labbayk. Labbayka, la sharika laka labbayk. Inn al-
hamda wan- ni‘mata laka wal-mulk, la sharika lak —

I am at Your service O Allah, | am at Your service. | am at Your service,
and there is no partner for You, | am at Your service. Indeed, all praise
is for You, and every favor is from You, and the Dominion is Yours -
You have no partner.>?

The Day of al-Adha
ITS MERIT

The tenth of Thul-Hijjah is ‘Id ul-Adha or the Day of Nahr. It marks the conclusion of the
major rites of hajj. It also commemorates Allah’s (¥) favor upon His messenger
Ibrahim (3¢8) when He granted him a ram to sacrifice as ransom for his son
Ismal (&8).°

This day is one of the two major annual festivals that Allah (3%) awarded to the
Muslims. Anas (&) narrated that the Prophet Muhammad (&) once saw the Ansar

celebrating a certain day. He inquired about it and was told, “This is one of two days
that we used to celebrate during Jahiliyyah.” So he told them:

1 Recorded by at-Tabarani from ‘All; and recorded by Malik, al-Bayhagqt, and others from Abu Hurayrah.
Verified to be authentic by al-Albani (as-Sahihah no. 1503).

2 Recorded by al-Bukhari, Muslim, and others from ‘A’ishah, Jabir, and other sahabah (a;ﬁ}) (Sahih ul-Jami*
no. 5059).

3  See the next chapter (the Sacrifice) for more details on this.
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<Indeed Allah has substituted them for you with two better days: the
Day of Adha and the Day of Fitr.>*

As we cited earlier, Allah’s Messenger (&) said:
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<The Day of ‘Arafah, the Day of Sacrifice, and the Days of Tashriq are
‘Id days for us Muslims. They are days of eating and drinking (rather
than fasting).>?

The Day of Nahr is the greatest day of the whole year. ‘Abdullah Bin
Qurt (#») narrated that Allah’s Messenger (%) said:
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<Indeed, the best (or greatest) day before Allah is the Day of Sacrifice,
followed by the Day of Rest®>*

This day is also the Greatest Day of Pilgrimage mentioned in the Quran®. Ibn

‘Umar (#) reported that, during his Farewell Hajj, the Prophet (8) stood near the
Jamarat (stone-throwing posts) and asked the people, «¢lia . iﬁi), <What day is this?> The

people’s response was, “This is the Day of Sacrifice.” The Prophet (&) said:
« ,.S’;’! C_Q-! ‘ij.i [is» <Rather, this is the Greatest Day of Pilgrimage.>®
WHAT To DO DURING ‘ID UL-ADHA
From the texts cited earlier, we learn that all Muslims should continue to say frequent

takbir and other forms of thikr during the Day of Adha.
The pilgrims complete most of their hajj rites during this day. They move back from

1 Recorded by Ahmad, Abu Dawud, and others. Verified to be authentic by al-Albani (Sahih ul-Jami‘ no.
4381 and Sahthu Abr Dawud no. 1039).

2 Recorded by Abu Dawud, an-Nasa’l, and others. Verified to be authentic by al-Albant (Sahithu Abr Dawud
no. 2090, and Irwa’ul-Ghalil no. 963).

3 This is the eleventh of Thul-Hijjah on which the pilgrims “rest” in Mina after the previous three tiring days
(Sharh us-Sunnah no. 1951).

4 Recorded by Abu Dawud, Ahmad, and others. Verified to be authentic by al-Albant (Irwa’ul-Ghalil no.
1958, Sahithu Abi Dawud no. 1549, and al-Mishkat no. 2576).

5 At-Tawbah 9:3.

6 Recorded by Abu Dawud, at-Tirmithi, and others. Verified to be authentic by al-Albani (Sahthu Abr Dawud
no. 1700, Irwa ul-Ghalil no. 1101, and Sahih ul-Jami‘ no. 8191).
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Muzdalifah to Mina, throw stones at Jamrat ul-‘Agabah, cut or shave their hair, sacrifice
their hady (hajj sacrifice), and perform the post-‘Arafah circumambulation around the
Ka'bah (tawaf ul-ifadah).

The non-pilgrim Muslims attend the ‘id prayer and khutbah, slaughter their sacrifice,
and celebrate in the company of their friends and relatives.

PROHIBITION OF FASTING

The Day of Sacrifice is one of the major ‘ids for Muslims. We saw above that it should
be celebrated with eating and drinking rather than fasting. Also, Abu Hurayrah and Abu

Sa’d al-Khudri (#) reported:
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“Allah’s Messenger (&) prohibited fasting two days: the Day of Fitr and
the Day of Adha.”*

Similarly, ‘Umar (£¢) said in one of his ‘id khutbahs:
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“Allah’s Messenger (&) prohibited fasting these two days: the day on
which you break your fast, and the day on which you eat from your
sacrifice.” 2

The Three Days of Tashriq
THEIR MERIT

Tashrig means “drying the meat”. The Days of Tashriq are the three days following ‘Id
ul-Adha. They are thus named because, during them, the pilgrims used to cut the
sacrificial meat and spread it out in the sun to dry.

Allah’s Messenger (&) declared the Days of Tashriq as ‘1d days. We again cite the
hadith in which he said:
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<The Day of ‘Arafah, the Day of Sacrifice, and the Days of Tashriq are

1 Recorded by al-Bukhari, Muslim, and others (Irwa’ul-Ghalil no. 962).
2 Recorded by al-Bukhari, Muslim, and others (Irwa’ul-Ghalil no. 962).
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‘Id days for us Muslims. They are days of eating and drinking (rather
than fasting).>*

PROHIBITION OF FASTING

On these days, the pilgrims complete their hajj rites. All Muslims continue with the id
celebrations, and are prohibited from fasting.

On one of the Days of Tashrig, ‘Abdullah Bin ‘Amr Bin al-‘As (&) visited his father
‘Amr, he invited him to eat with him, but ‘Abdullah declined, saying, “lI am fasting.”
So ‘Amr commanded him:
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“Eat, because these are the days during which the Messenger (&)
commanded us to eat and prohibited us from fasting.” ?

Kab Bin Malik («) reported that on one of the Days of Tashrig, Allah’s

Messenger (&) sent him, together with Aws Bin al-Hadathan («), to announce to the
people: . .
ooy JS1 ;Lél s ‘,Lzl» <The Days of Mina? are days of eating and drinking.>*

Similarly, the Prophet (8) commanded ‘Abdullah Bin Huthafah to ride his camel
among the people on one of the Days of Mina and announce:
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<No one may fast (these days), because they are days of eating and
drinking.>®

And Abu Hurayrah (&) reported that Allah’s Messenger (&%) said:

« .;f;) b ‘,Ll G | ‘,Lj» <The Days of Tashriq are days of eating and thikr.>®

Imam al-Albani (%) said:

1 Recorded by Abu Dawud, an-Nasa'l, and others. Verified to be authentic by al-Albani (Sahthu Abr Dawud
no. 2090, and Irwa’ul-Ghalil no. 963).

2 Recorded by Malik, Abu Dawud, and others. Verified to be authentic by al-Albant (Sahithu Abr Dawud no.

2089 and Irwa’ul-Ghalil no. 963).

They are thus named because the pilgrims stay in Mina during them.

Recorded by Muslim, Ahmad, and others (Irwa ul-Ghalil no. 963).

Recorded by at-Tahawi and Ahmad. Verified to be authentic by al-Albani (Irwa’ul-Ghalil no. 963).

Recorded by Ibn Hibban, Ahmad, and others. Verified to be authentic by al-Albani (as-Sahithah no. 1282).
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“This (meaning) is also reported from ‘All Bin Abi Talib, Sa‘’d Bin Abi
Waqgas, ‘Abdullah Bin Huthafah, Nubayshah al-Huthali, (an unnamed)

companion of the Prophet (&), Bishr Bin Suhaym, the mother of ‘Umar
Bin Khaldah az-Zuraqi, al-Hakam az-Zuraqi, Umm Mas‘ud, and Ibn

‘Umar (). Therefore, this hadith is mutawatir (narrated by a large group
of people).”*

The only people who are allowed to fast on the Days of Tashriq are pilgrims who
cannot find hady ?, in which case they would be required to fast three days during hajj

and seven when they return. ‘A’ishah and Ibn ‘Umar (#) reported:
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“No one was permitted (by the Prophet) to fast on the Days of Tashriq —
except for those who could not find hady.”?

THIKR

We have seen from Abu Hurayrah’s (&) above hadith that it is recommended to make
frequent thikr during the Days of Tashrig. Similarly, Nubayshah al-Huthali («4) reported
that the Prophet (&) said:

«.;U‘ ;f/.'u O g JS| ;L.Ql G ! ‘,Lj»
<The Days of Tashriq are days of eating, drinking, and thikr.>*

The best type of thikr during these days is takbir. We cite again the following report
about ‘Al (#2):
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“He would say takbir from after the fajr prayer of the Day of ‘Arafah until
the ‘asr prayer of the last of the Days of Tashrig — and he would also say
it after ‘asr.””

See as-Sahithah no. 1282.

Either because they cannot afford the hady, or because there are no animals available to sacrifice.
Recorded by al-Bukhari, at-Tahawi, and others (Irwa’ul-Ghalil no. 964).

Recorded by Muslim, Ahmad, and others (Irwa "ul-Ghalil no. 963 and Sahih ul-Jami‘ no. 2689).

This and other similar reports from Ibn ‘Abbas and Ibn Mas‘td () are recorded by Ibn Abi Shaybah,
al-Bayhagql, and al-Hakim. Verified to be authentic by al-Albant (Irwa "ul-Ghalil no. 653, 654).
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